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red carpet welcome: sHiVar person

» CHAMBER AT WORK

Board-cutting with Kinston 
Builders Supply
Tuesday, March 31, 10 a.m. 
1325 E. New Bern Rd., 
Kinston

  Join us for this great 
networking event as we help 
Kinston Builders Supply 
celebrate with a “Board” 
(ribbon) Cutting.  Bring your 
friends, coworkers and plenty of 
business cards to share.

Business After Hours with 
Coastal Plains Livestock 
Show and Sales
Tuesday, April 7, 5:30 p.m. 
Lenoir County Livestock 
Arena, Lenoir County 
Fairground

   Join us at the Coastal Plains 
Livestock Show and Sale for 
dinner and a sale.
   This year is the 75th 
Anniversary of this historic 
event that occurs every year on 
the Monday and Tuesday after 
Easter. Around 150 children and 

their families, from 13 counties, 
will gather to show off their 
livestock during the day. 
   Then the fun begins...
   Following the show is dinner 
and a live auction. The children 
present their animals in the 
auction, but not for you to 
actually purchase. We sell the 
animals ahead of time to a real 
market, but the auction is for 
community business owners to 
donate money to these children 
to help them pay for their 
expenses.  
   These animals are purchased 
and raised by 4-H and FFA 
members and their families and 
they eat a lot. It’s not easy or 
cheap to feed animals, so we 
invite the community to help 
support them as they learn how 
agribusiness really works.
   We will feed you a complete 
BBQ meal, cooked on site, if you 
will come help us celebrate our 
75th anniversary!
   There will be special guests, 
door prizes, and fellowship.  
   See you there; we will have a 
bidding paddle waiting for you!
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The Kinston-Lenoir Chamber of Commerce is thrilled to 

introduce new members to the community. 
We ask that you support these new members with your pa-

tronage and the welcoming nature Kinston is known for. A 
vibrant growing business community is exciting and good 
for the whole community.

For more benefit information or if you would like to join, 
contact Kay Johnson at 252-527-1131 or kjohnson@kinston-
chamber.com.

Leonard Buildings & Truck Accessories
4273 U.S. 70 East
Goldsboro, NC 27534
919-778-8503
leonardusa.com
  
Greene Lamp Community Action
309 Summit Ave.
Kinston, NC 28501
252-523-7770
greenelamp.org

Double D Trailers
P.O. Box 5607
Kinston, NC 28503
252-642-6173
doubledtrailers.com

» BBq fEsTivAl nEWs

» CHAMBER 
AMBAssAdOR

rouse now 
a pro at 
copypro

Ambassadors are critical to the 
Chamber’s mission, goals and ben-
efits.  Today we shine the spotlight 
on one of our ambassadors- Bridget 
Rouse.

I grew up in Pink Hill and now 
reside in Kinston. I graduated from 
South Lenoir High 
School in 1996 and 
entered the Associ-
ate Degree Nursing 
Program at Lenoir 
C om mu n it y  C ol -
lege shortly after. It 
wasn’t long until I re-
alized that wasn’t the 
right choice for me, 
although I held a 3.9 
GPA. 

I then began work-
ing and continuing 
my college education without re-
ally knowing what I was good at. I 
worked in the tobacco industry as a 
teenager, waitressed at a mom and 
pop restaurant, worked at Wal-Mart 
in high school and ended up at BB&T 
on Vernon Avenue, where I stayed for 
13 years. 

While at BB&T, I did volunteer 
work with the BB&T Lighthouse Proj-
ect at various organizations in Lenoir 
County including Mary’s Kitchen, 
The Gate, Boys and Girls Club and 
EPIC. 

I am an Ambassador with Kinston- 
Lenoir County Chamber of Com-
merce. What I finally realized is that 
with all the things I had done, work-
ing with and helping people was what 
I was good at. 

I feel that what distinguishes me 
from others is that I treat commu-
nication as entertainment, I enjoy it. 
I have a special interest in healthy 
living and working hard to achieve 
your goals. I believe the road to suc-
cess is trying.  

I have recently ended my career at 
BB&T and now work with great group 
of folks at CopyPro.  CopyPro was 
founded in Greenville, and I value the 
fact that the two owners are active in 
the company after 44 years. 

I believe life is all about relation-
ships and being honest. CopyPro 
holds true to these values as well, 
which made my decision for a job 
change easy. 

I am continuing my education at 
LCC to earn my Associate Degree. 
I have two beautiful children, a son 
that is 15 and a daughter, 6. We are 
delighted to start a new chapter in 
our lives with CopyPro.

Rouse

The Chamber of Commerce is 
thrilled with the growing list of spon-
sors for the BBQ Cook-off Festival on 
the Neuse. We greatly appreciate ev-
ery one of you for your financial and 
in-kind support. Make sure you check 
our website for a complete list of spon-
sors so you can stop by and thank them 
in person! 

If you have not registered your busi-
ness as an event or cook team sponsor, 
we still have plenty of slots available. 
The Chamber is also accepting vendor 
applications so be sure to sign up now 
and get the best spot!

The Sauce Boss competition is back 
for its third illustrious year. There are 
two divisions, professional and back-
yard. Whether your sauce is retail wor-
thy or too good to label, bring it!

Get a second helping of our Southern 
Sides competition hosted once again by 
Lenoir County’s very own PBS star, 
Chef Vivian Howard. The side dish 
competition is for most delicious pota-
to salad and hushpuppies. Bring your 
granny’s best and fill our tummies! 

If your sauce beats the pants off your 
neighbor’s or your side dish is the main 
event, get to our website, kinstonbbq.
com, for rules and registration. You 
can also request more information by 
calling the Kinston-Lenoir Chamber of 
Commerce at 252-527-1131.

Festival right 
around corner» sAvE THE dATE

t he Kinston-lenoir 

county chamber 

commerce and the 

red carpet committee are 

pleased to welcome shivar 

person to our community. 

The red carpet committee 

is ready to show potential 

newcomers that Kinston and 

lenoir county is a great place 

to call home. whether they 

are looking for city or country 

living, we are ready to impress 

them with all the amazing 

amenities that we have to offer 

with a dose of southern Hos-

pitality! Thanks to chamber 

member sponsoring business-

es each eligible newcomer will 

receive a red carpet Gift card 

package valued at more than 

$1,000 turning new residents 

into lifetime customers. The 

program works hand in hand 

with the Think lenoir county 

(tlc) project which supports 

local shopping and encour-

ages people to relocate here. 

in addition, each new family 

has the option to be matched 

with a host family who show 

them around the community, 

help them get acquainted 

with all we have to offer, and 

connect them to the informa-

tion they need to get settled 

in their new home. on behalf 

of the red carpet commit-

tee, realtor Jeff edwards pres-

ents shivar with a red carpet 

welcome package. if you 

moved here from outside le-

noir county in 2015 and are in-

terested in the program or just 

want more information, please 

contact laura lee sylvester at 

llsylvester@kinstonchamber.

com or 252-527-1131.

» CHAMBER MEMBERs

ribbon-cuttinG: rJ’s Fuel mart

r J’s Fuel mart owner Hardip rooprai 

hosted a fun-filled ribbon-cutting 

with the Kinston-lenoir county 

chamber of commerce. Joe tyson, mayor 

pro tem, was on hand to cut the ribbon on 

behalf of mayor b.J. murphy. rooprai intro-

duced his family and provided refreshments. 

coke was there with giveaways and a great 

door prize! everyone had a great time. roop-

rai is the new owner of the old “spinx” mara-

thon Gas station; now known as the rJ’s Fuel 

mart. They have gas, lottery, cheap cigarettes 

and will soon be serving quality fresh food to 

serve their community better. You can shop 

with them at 2001 north Queen street from 

6 a.m. to midnight, seven days a week. Give them a call at 252-208-7113. For more information on ribbon-cuttings and other chamber 

events, please contact Kay Johnson at 252-527-1131 or kjohnson@kinstonchamber.com. 

pickler, country stars to kick off bbQ Festival on neuse
Eastern North Carolina native and Ameri-

can Idol star Kellie Pickler is coming to 
Kinston! Kellie will be headlining the BBQ 
Festival on the Neuse Kick-Off Concert on 
April 30. Joining Kellie on the stage are up-
and-comers Mickey Guytonwill and David 
Kroll.

Do not wait to purchase tickets! Buy your 
ticket through the Kinston-Lenoir County 
Chamber of Commerce for a chance to win a 
VIP Weekend Get Away. 

The prize Getaway includes accommoda-
tions at Kinston’s newest hotel The O’Neil, 
VIP tour and tasting at Mother Earth Brew-

ery & Distillery, dinner for two at the criti-
cally-acclaimed Chef and the Farmer, lunch 
at the Queen Street Deli, 
breakfast at Lovick’s Café, 
VIP Civil War tour, and VIP 
Arts tour. 

Only tickets purchased 
through the Chamber at 
252-527-1131 will be entered 
in the contest. 

We anticipate great inter-
est in this event so get your 
tickets now! There are several ticket options: 
infield diamond seats – $50 (seats closest to 

stage and include table service), box seats – 
$35, grandstands – $25, and general admis-
sion – $20.

Make sure to make your plans to stay in 
Kinston for the weekend and enjoy all the 
BBQ Festival on the Neuse has to offer, like 
the Sauce Boss and Southern Sides competi-
tions, the Wine Garden and Brewery Tours, 
tons of great food and the finest BBQ in NC, 
carnival rides, classic car and truck show, 
shopping, and more!

Check out all there is to do at the BBQ Fes-
tival on the Neuse by visiting the website at 
kinstonbbq.com. 

» TiCKETs On sAlE nOW


