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red carpet welcome: jean brinnel

» MEMBERSHIP SERVICES

Ribbon-cutting with RJ Fuel 
Mart — Marathon
Wednesday, March 10, from 
11-11:30 p.m. 
2001 N. Queen Street, 
Kinston

   Join the Kinston-Lenoir Chamber 
of commerce to celebrate new 
ownership in Kinston. RJ Fuel Mart 
will be hosting a ribbon-cutting 
and all are invited to attend. 
Chamber ribbon-cuttings are great 
networking and learning events so 
bring your coworkers and business 
cards!
   Hardip Rooprai is the new owner 
of the Old “Spinx” Marathon Gas 
Station; now known as the RJ’s 
Fuel Mart. They have gas, lottery, 
cheap cigarettes and will soon be 
serving quality fresh food to serve 
their community better. You can 
shop with them from 6 a.m. to 
12 a.m., seven days a week. Give 
them a call at 252-208-7113
   For more information on this 
and other Chamber events, 
please contact Kay Johnson at 
252-527-1131 or kjohnson@
kinstonchamber.com. 
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The Kinston-Lenoir Chamber of 

Commerce is thrilled to introduce new 
members to the community. 

We ask that you support these new 
members with your patronage and the 
welcoming nature Kinston is known 
for. A vibrant growing business com-
munity is exciting and good for the 
whole community.

For more benefit information or if 
you would like to join, contact Kay 
Johnson at 252-527-1131 or kjohnson@
kinstonchamber.com.

Priority Mental Health PLLC
327 North Queen Street, Suite 121
Kinston, NC 28501
252-522-8010  
  
Benjamin W. Best Country Inn & 
Carriage House
2029 Mewborn Church Road
Snow Hill, NC 28580
252-747-5054; 866-633-0229
bwbestinn.com

Nooherooka Natural
2029 Mewborn Church Road
Snow Hill, NC 28580
252-747-5054; 866-633-0229
nooherooka.com

Roberts Lawn Care
P.O. Box 6369
Kinston, NC 28501
252-643-1321

Golden Corral Family Steak 
House
4468 Hwy. 70 West
Kinston, NC 28504
252-523-7585
goldencorral.com

» BBq fEStIVal nEwS

The BBQ Cook-off Festival on the 
Neuse is growing everyday, so stay 
up-to-date! Add our website to your 
favorites and don’t miss any of our 
great news or participation opportu-
nities. Look for the newest informa-
tion and participation forms to down-
load, kinstonbbq.com.

Back for its third illustrious year, 
the Sauce Boss competition is back. 
There are two divisions, professional 
and backyard. Whether your sauce 
is retail worthy or too good to label, 
bring it!

Get a second helping of our South-
ern Sides competition hosted once 
again by Lenoir County’s very own 
PBS star, Chef Vivian Howard. The 
side dish competition is for most deli-
cious potato salad and hushpuppies. 
Bring your granny’s best and fill our 
tummies! 

If your sauce beats the pants off 
your neighbor’s or your side dish is 
the main event, get to our website, 
kinstonbbq.com, for rules and reg-
istration. You can also request more 
information by calling the Kinston-
Lenoir Chamber of Commerce at 
252-527-1131.

stay up-
to-date on 
Festival news

» EVEnt CalEndaR

t he Kinston-lenoir 

county chamber 

commerce and the 

red carpet committee are 

pleased to welcome jean brin-

nel to our community. The red 

carpet committee is ready to 

show potential newcomers that 

Kinston and lenoir county 

is a great place to call home. 

whether they are looking for 

city or country living, we are 

ready to impress them with all 

the amazing amenities that 

we have to offer with a dose of 

southern Hospitality! Thanks 

to chamber member sponsor-

ing businesses each eligible 

newcomer will receive a red 

carpet Gift card package val-

ued at more than $1,000 turn-

ing new residents into lifetime 

customers. The program works 

hand in hand with the Think 

lenoir county (tlc) project 

which supports local shopping 

and encourages people to re-

locate here. in addition, each 

new family has the option to 

be matched with a host family 

who show them around the 

community, help them get 

acquainted with all we have 

to offer, and connect them to 

the information they need to 

get settled in their new home. 

on behalf of the red carpet 

committee, scott bowen, 

chamber Vp of business and 

tourism (left) and laura lee 

sylvester, chamber president, 

present Kyle oaks with a red 

carpet welcome package. if you 

moved here from outside le-

noir county in 2015 and are in-

terested in the program or just 

want more information, please 

contact laura lee sylvester at 

llsylvester@kinstonchamber.

com or 252-527-1131.

» CHaMBER MEMBERS

ambassadors needed

c hamber ambassadors are 

needed to help make new mem-

bers feel welcomed, informed 

and to guide them through the variety of 

membership benefits and options. They 

are also there to help existing members 

stay enthusiastic. They assist them in being 

involved in areas of interest. ambassadors 

are an invaluable group of volunteers who 

take time out of their jobs to help promote 

the chamber, lenoir county and the 

chamber members. The ambassadors are 

the chamber’s official representatives of 

the highest rank. what the ambassadors 

have in common is their commitment to 

seeing the chamber of commerce and its 

members are the best they can be.

Kellie pickler to kick-off bbQ Festival on the neuse
Hold on to your pork skins! Three artists 

— Kellie Pickler, David Kroll and Mickey 
Guytonwill are scheduled to perform at the 
Kick-off concert in Kinston on April 30. 

Guytonwill, an up-and-coming country 
singer, will open the show. She was recently 
named one of the top five country music fe-
male singers to know in 2015, based on the 
strength of her debut release “Better Than 
You Left Me.”

Next on stage will be Kroll. Since moving 
to Nashville, the Iowa native has opened for 
country music’s biggest stars, including Chris 
Young, Eric Church and Montgomery Gentry. 
Kroll has released two best-selling CDs and is 
well-known in Eastern North Carolina for his 
military-themed song “Little Soldiers.”

Albemarle native and “American Idol” 
alum, Kellie Pickler will be headlining at 
the kick-off concert. The ENC native is well 
known to N.C. country music fans. 

She first gained fame as a contestant on 
Season 5 of “American Idol” and in 2006, she 
released her debut album “Small Town Girl.” 
She followed that success with her self-titled 
album in 2008 which produced four chart top-
ping singles, including “Best Days of Your 
Life.” This multi-talented performer was 
also declared a winner on the 2013 season of 
“Dancing with the Stars.”

Do not wait to purchase! Buy your ticket 
through the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber 
of Commerce for a chance to win a VIP Week-
end getaway. Only tickets purchased through 
the Chamber at 252-527-1131 will be entered 
in the contest.

The winner will receive:
n  Two-night stay at The O’Neill, Kinston’s 

new beautiful boutique hotel
n  VIP Tour and Tasting at Mother Earth 

Brewery & Distillery 
n  Dinner for two at Chef & The Farmer — 

Chef Vivian Howard and her husband Ben 
offer a place that celebrates the culture and 
cuisine of Eastern North Carolina 

n  Lunch at Queen Street Deli — delicious 
and healthy menu. Save room for dessert! 
n  Breakfast at Lovick’s Cafe — Farm fresh 

breakfast! Where the locals eat!
n  VIP Civil War Tour — Your guide will 

bring history to life as you tour Civil War bat-
tlefields, the CSS Neuse Interpretive Center 
home of the remains of a Civil War Ironclad 
and the largest collection of Naval Civil War 
artifacts east of the Mississippi. Then, just 
one block away from the museum, you will 

tour the 158-foot full size replica of the CCS 
Neuse Ironclad.
n VIP Arts Tour — Kinston, home to many 

talented artist and famous musicians such 
as Maceo Parker, has one of the finest arts 
centers in the state and the largest public art 
collection in N.C. 

Your tour will include the Kinston Commu-
nity Arts Center, Kinston Music Park, the hub 
of the African American Music Trail and the 
Public Art Trail. 

» tICkEtS on SalE now

Concert Ticket Prices:
Infield Diamond Seats (includes seats on the infield closest to the stage and table service) — $50
Box Seats — $35
Grandstands — $25
General Admission — $20
For more information, call the Chamber at 252-527-1131 or by visiting kinstonbbq.com.


