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Chamber HAPPENINGS

Gold 
Copy Pro Inc.
Harvey  Fertilizer & Gas
Lenoir Memorial Hospital

Silver 
BB&T
Century Link
Charles Hughes 
Construction
Cherry Energy
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
Heritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Progress Energy
Spirit AeroSystems
Spring Arbor of Kinston
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical  
Services Inc.
Woodmen of the World

 

Chamber at WORK

s

RIBBON-CUTTING
Riverbank Animal 

Hospital
April 9
1 p.m.
1559 Hwy 258 S

BUSINESS AFTER 
HOURS

 Capps Promotions & 
Capps Trailers

April 24
5:30-7 p.m.
5557 Hwy 70 East

s

Grainger-Hill 
Performing Arts 
Center Business 
after Hours 
A large crowd of people gathered 
at the Grainger-Hill Performing Arts 
Center for the February Business 
after Hours event. The GH PAC is a 
regional cultural and civic center 
which serves audiences throughout 
a multi-county region. Its aim has 
been to bring the best performances 
possible to the people of Kinston-
Lenoir County and eastern North 
Carolina. One of Kinston’s famous 
landmarks, the Grainger Complex, 
at 300 Park Avenue, is in Kinston’s 
Hill-Grainger Historic District, which 
has been entered on the National 
Historic Register. It was built on 
a land grant donated by Jesse W. 
Grainger in the late 1800s. You can 
contact them at 252-523-4271.

Save  
THE DATE

s

Nominations sought for 2014 

Administrative Professional of the Year
Nominate your Administrative Professional for the 2014 Ad-

ministrative Professional of the Year Award. The award recognizes 
the outstanding performance of an administrative professional.

Nomination information and online submission forms are 
available at www.kinstonchamber.com. Nominations must be 
submitted before 5 p.m. on April 2. The selection committee will 
present the award to the recipient at their business on April 22. 
They will receive a plaque, flowers and gift. They will also be fea-
tured in The Free Press on Administrative Professionals Day (April 
23) and are invited to attend the May 22 Kinston Noon Rotary 
meeting as a guest of the Chamber.

The Chamber encourages you to view the list of member res-
taurants at www.kinstonchamber.com , under the Find a Business 
tab, when choosing a location to take your administrative assist-
ants out to lunch.

The Chamber thanks the following Administrative Professionals 
of the Year President’s Club members:

Gold: CopyPro Inc.
Silver: Century Link and Perry Management Inc.

Community Internet Marketing Task Group
In 2012, Chairperson Stephen Hill assigned a task group to look 

at how we can better promote our community on the Internet. 
The Community Internet Marketing task group continues to meet 
under the leadership of Jacques Passailaigue.  

Recently, they invited several community leaders to attend 
their last meeting so that they could hear recommendations and 
decide how to proceed. Several items emerged for the task group 
to look at: Explore the cost of a consultant; host a workshop; help 
businesses have an Internet presence; ask the Promote Kinston-
Lenoir County group to discuss and run a blog project and contin-
ue using the various social media options to flood the Internet with 
positive statements.

Vick’s Cleaners ribbon-cutting 
Mayor B.J. Murphy was on hand to assist Simon and Tim Vick cut the ribbon as others were there to help celebrate 
the opening of their new location. Vick’s Cleaners, with two locations serving Kinston and one location serving 
Snow Hill, is a family-owned cleaners that has been serving Lenoir and Greene Counties for four generations. It 
is the oldest cleaners in N.C., servicing ENC since 1899! Being members of state and national associations keeps 
them ahead of their competition by furthering their knowledge on products, services and the industry in general. 
Stop by Vick’s Cleaners for all of your dry cleaning and laundry needs! “Drop em & Leave em!” Their new location is 
at 2600 N. Herritage Street in Kinston.

Business  After Hours  
with N.C. State Veterans Home

March 27, from 5:30-7 p.m. at 2150 Hull Road
Everyone is welcome to attend the March Business after 

Hours this month at the new N.C. State Veterans Home. This is 
a great networking event, so be sure to encourage co-workers 
to attend and to bring plenty of business cards. The N.C. State 
Veterans Home opened in March 2013. Its mission is to provide 
quality healthcare services in a professional and ethical man-
ner, ensuring the trust, confidence and respect of their veteran 
residents, their families, employees and the communities they 
serve. Treating their residents with the dignity and respect they 
have earned and deserve is important to them. It has 100 total 
beds available, all of which are private rooms with private bath-
rooms. They are certified for Medicare, Medicaid, V.A. and most 
private insurances. Eligible veterans must have been honorably 
discharged from service and must have lived in the state for two 
years prior to admission. The home hopes to establish relation-
ships with local business and community organizations.  

Cook teams, vendors and 
sponsors at the festival ... oh my!

This is going to be our 
biggest Festival yet!  

Come for the BBQ, 
stay for the fun!  

Over 20 exciting 
events and activities. 
The Sauce Boss Com-
petition is back for sec-
onds and Chef Vivian 
Howard of PBS’ hit se-
ries, “A Chef ’s Life,” 
is hosting the festi-

val’s first ever Southern 
Sides Competition. 

Be sure to put the 
BBQ Festival on your 
calendar.  

Invite your family and 
friends to come along to 
enjoy great barbeque, 
rides, vendors, car 
show, entertainment and 
so much more.  

Planning an event or 

family reunion? Place 
your order not to pur-
chase bulk BBQ.  

If you are interested 
in joining the BBQ Cook 
off completion or would 
like to be a vendor or 
sponsor, go to www.kin-
stonbbq.com for in-
formation or call the 
Chamber at 252-527-
1131.  


