The Free Press » www.Kinston.com

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2016

A5

business
update

Business news and information brought to you by the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce
www.kinstonchamber.com
» chamber at work

» RED CARPET WELCOME

WELCOME TO NEW LENOIR COUNTY RESIDENTS!

2016 Program
of Work
By The Free Press

Meet two of the new residents who have moved to Kinston and Lenoir County. Above left, from left, Bryson Stevens poses with Deborah Hood of
Kinston ERA and member of the Business and Tourism committee. Above right, from left, Carolyn Friday poses with Scott Bowen of Corporate
Resources and the vice president of the Chamber’s Business and Tourism committee. Submitted photos

Four new residents receive their Red Carpet rewards
By The Free Press

The Chamber likes to let you
know about all the people we
welcomed as new Lenoir County
residents. The Kinston-Lenoir
County Chamber Commerce
and the Red Carpet Committee
are pleased to introduce you to
Bryson Stevens, Carolyn Friday,
Ryan Beasley and Emily Sides.
The Red Carpet Committee
loves to prove to our newcomers
why Kinston and Lenoir County
is a great place to call home.
Bryson, the new general manager at the Hampton Inn, moved
to Kinston with his wife Mary
Beth and children, 7-year-old Cadence and 4-year-old Levi. This
move was a great opportunity for
them to live close to Mary Beth’s
parents. Bryson enjoys disc golf
and with the great course we
have, Bryson can continue to
enjoy this great activity.
Carolyn moved from Rocky
Mount. That’s not such a long
distance move, but we are lucky
to have her here in Kinston.

She loves to volunteer and work
with kids, in addition to enjoying
walking and all sports.
Emily came to Kinston all the
way from McAllen, Texas, and
now lives in the SmART Kinston district. She is a runner, a
reporter and writer. We are fortunate to have great talent move
into our community.
Ryan Beasley came from
Woodland to work at Discovery
Insurance. He loves to kayak and
hunt
Thanks to chamber member
sponsoring businesses each eligible newcomer receives a Red
Carpet Gift Card package valued at over $1,000 turning new
residents into lifetime customers. The program works hand
in hand with the Think Lenoir
County (TLC) project which supports local shopping and encourages people to relocate here.
If you moved here from outside Lenoir County and are interested in the program or just
want more information, please

The 2016 Program of Work will continue to develop throughout the year.
The progress of the Lenoir 2020 community-leaders committee this past
year, along with board member and
staff input, resulted in a comprehensive plan for this coming year.
2016 Chairperson Dan Sale identified the following as a priority this
year: Communicate, market and deliver the value of our membership
though benefits, programs and services for vital membership retention and
new member development to support
community diversity and economic
growth in Kinston-Lenoir County.
A portion of this document will be
presented in the next several Business Update newsletters. For the full
2016 Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce Program of Work,
go to kinstonchamber.com or contact
the Chamber office.

Financial Affairs

From left, Emily Sides and Ryan Beasley are two new residents in
Kinston and Lenoir County. Submitted photo)

contact Laura Lee Sylvester at
llsylvester@kinstonchamber.
com or 252-527-1131.
The Chamber is inviting new

member businesses to participate by offering a gift cards to
new residents. Please phone
the chamber for details.

» chamber happenings

Ribbon-cutting, business after hours held at The Exchange

T

he community really
came out to support this
duo event and celebration.
Dan Sale, Chamber Board Chair,
poses with Exchange Owner Tonya
Adams as she cuts the ribbon. The
Exchange offers a rental space
perfect for your next event. If you
are planning a wedding, shower,
luncheon, reunion, birthday party
or any event where people gather,
you simply must visit The Exchange.
Convenience is the key with a
warming kitchen, tables, chairs and
more! You can ‘do-it-yourself’ or use
a professional catering service. For
more information, contact Tonya at
the Beauty Box in downtown Kinston at 118 West North Street. You
can reach her at 252-522-3939.

president’s club
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KINSTON PUBLIC SERVICES/ELECTRICITIES — LENOIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE — LIB GRAPHICS SOLUTIONS/LIONS
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Treasurer and Vice President of
Financial Affairs: Stuart Lindley,
Discovery Insurance
Staff: Laura Lee Sylvester, President and Brandon Donaldson, Director of Finance & Operations
Committee members include the
Board Chair, Chair-elect, and Past
Chair.
• Monitor the Chamber’s growth and
financial accountability practices to
ensure that procedures are revised
and/or added as required.
• Track the budget closely to determine if mid-year revisions are
needed.
• Continue to add to the Chamber’s
money market reserve as in the previous years.
• Build on the success of last year’s
Chamber Champions, a revenue producing program.
• Invite additional members to join
the President’s Club, a program of
financial support for the year’s mission-related projects. President’s
Club members will be recognized
year-long as strong supporters of the
Chamber’s well-defined goals.

» save the date

RIBBON-CUTTING:
Dempsey’s Drugs
603 East Washington
La Grange
Today from 11-11:30 a.m.
RIBBON-CUTTING:
Sweet Frog
2405-F North Herritage St.
March 1 at 4 p.m.
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS:
Lenoir County Council on
Aging
112 East Blount St.
March 3 from 5:30-7 p.m.

» calling all vendors

BBQ Festival
is right around
the corner

The BBQ Festival is only two
months away: May 6-7
Can you smell the BBQ yet? It’s
time to start planning for the BBQ
Festival! We are now accepting applications for Arts, Fine Crafts,
Food, Farmers Market and General
vendors. The Kinston-Lenoir County
Chamber of Commerce is accepting
applications for festival vendors,
cook teams, entertainment and festival sponsors.
If you are a business and would like
to place a gift item in the Hog Happen’ BBQ Cook-off team welcome
bags, contact Laura Lee Sylvester at
the chamber.
This is going to be our biggest festival yet!
Be sure to put the BBQ Festival on
your calendar. Invite your family and
friends to come along to enjoy great
barbeque, rides, vendors, car show,
entertainment and so much more.
Go to kinstonbbq.com for information and the schedule of events or call
the Chamber at 252-527-1131.

