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Chamber welcomes
two new businesses
Edwards Dentures & Implants and Ironclad Axe
Throwing Co. hold ribbon-cuttings

O
Ironclad Axe Throwing Co. Owner Shawn Stengele prepares to
use an axe to cut the ribbon at his company’s ceremony on Nov.
12 at 115 W. North St., Kinston. Photo by Matt Holbrook / Special
to The Free Press

Dr. Ren Edwards and the staff of Edwards Dentures & Implants,
107 E. Vernon Ave., Kinston, cut the ribbon at their ceremony on
Nov. 16. Photo by Bryan Hanks / Special to The Free Press

nly four days apart, two new
businesses were welcomed into
the Lenoir County fold by the
Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of
Commerce! On Thursday, Nov. 12, the
Ironclad Axe Throwing Co., 115 W.
North St., Kinston, held its formal ceremony with a fun-filled ceremony that
included owner Shawn Stengele cutting
the ribbon with an axe. Following the
unique ribbon-cutting, the attendees
went inside, threw axes and had a great
time! On Monday, Nov. 16, Edwards
Dentures & Implants, 107 E. Vernon
Ave., Kinston, held its ribbon-cutting
on a sun-splashed day that also saw
residents come out to celebrate the new
business. Following the Edwards ribbon-cutting, the new business celebrated its ribbon-cutting with refreshments
and fellowship. Would you like to hold
a ribbon-cutting for your business?
Call Linda Whittington at 252-527-1131
to schedule it today.

PRESIDENT’S
CLUB
These members choose to
make a higher-level financial
investment in the Chamber.
The support of these
businesses helps the Chamber
realize its vision.
PLATINUM LEVEL MEMBER:
Crown
GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS:
Down East Protection Systems
Duke Energy
Electrolux
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care
SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
CopyPro, Inc.
ElectriCities of N.C., Inc.
First Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
GOECO
Harmony Hall Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herald Office Solutions
Herritage Elite Estate
Judy O. Jones, State Farm
Insurance
Lenoir Community College
Lions Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management
Principle Long Term Care
Spirit AeroSystems
State Employees Credit Union
Union Bank
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceuticals
Services, Inc.

‘Thank you’ from Executive Director Craig Hill

A

s we pause our busy
schedules to give
thanks, I would like to
extend a special “thank you”
to our business community,
our Board of Directors, and
our Chamber officers for all
that each of you have done
to help the Kinston-Lenoir
County Chamber of Commerce have a successful year.
During this unique time,
our local business community
has continued to support the
Chamber and Chamber events
with your time, talents and
financial resources. Our board
and officers have provided
creative leadership that has
helped the Chamber continue
our mission to serve and grow
a stronger business community.
We here at the Chamber
are thankful for the many
sustaining members of
the Chamber and are also
thankful that new businesses
continue to invest in our
community. During this
pandemic, we are pleased we
were able to hold our Small
Business Awards Program
with the assistance of the
Down East Wood Ducks in
the Mother Earth Pavilion.

We are thankful we have
been able to continue in
unique ways to have ribboncuttings and honor businesses
like Edwards Funeral Home
as they celebrated its 100
years of being in business and
new businesses like Iron Clad
Axe Throwing.
We are grateful to our
local Free Press newspaper
for the partnership we have
with it that allows us to keep
our public informed about
the many events that our
Chamber and local businesses
plan for this community.
We are also thankful for

the many businesses that
have allowed us to share
your story via Facebook Live.
This effort has helped the
Chamber stay connected to
our business community in
these unusual times.
As I pause to count my
blessings, I count this
community filled with people
that care and love each
other and have supported
each other during this
unprecedented health and
economic crisis. I am grateful
to the many health care
providers and first responders
that have placed themselves

Check out ‘Member Focus’

‘M

ember Focus,’
which features
Kinston-Lenoir
County Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Craig Hill interviewing
members of the Chamber,
is on Facebook Live every
week. Above, Hill interviewed
Evelyn Mozingo of Rider
Florist on Nov. 10. Every
week, ‘Member Focus’ —

which has been
viewed more than
20,000 times —
will continue to
introduce you to local
Chamber members
and their businesses.
To view the Rider
Florist feature,
visit facebook.
com/400401799223/
videos/1035143200245932.

on the line to protect and
serve this community.
I am grateful to UNC Lenoir
Health Care and our Lenoir
County Health Department
for the amazing response
and commitment to serve
that you have demonstrated
throughout this year. I have
simply been in awe as I have
watched business owner
after business owner adapt
their business model and
encourage people to support
all the local businesses in
our community.
Your unselfish acts have not
gone unnoticed.
I am also thankful for the
staff here at the Chamber
that continue to serve the
Chamber and demonstrate
that by working together,
anything is possible.
To each of you in this
community, we thank you
for all you do to make this
community a great place to
live, work and play. Enjoy your
holiday with family and friends
and simply give thanks.
Craig Hill

Executive Director
Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber
of Commerce

Nominations
are now being
accepted for
these important
Chamber awards:
Citizen of the Year
Duke Energy Citizenship and
Service Award
Ambassador of the Year
Young Professional of the Year

Photo by Bryan Hanks / Special to
The Free Press

Nomination forms and more
information are available
on the Chamber website at
kinstonchamber.com. The
deadline for nominations is
Thursday, Dec. 10.

