
John Paul Black, Ed. D., is 
a graduate of Elon College 
with a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in foreign languages. He 
holds advanced degrees from 
ECU with a Master of Arts in 
English linguistics and a doctor-
ate in higher education admin-
istration with an instructional 
design concentration. 

Additionally, Dr. Black holds 
certifications with Microsoft as a 
systems engineer and trainer.

His work experience 
includes 20 years with the N.C. 

Community College System as 
an instructor and administrator. 
At Lenoir Community College, 
Dr. Black has served in a variety 
of roles, including Dean of 
Arts & Sciences and Dean of 
Student Services. Most recently, 
he was named vice president of 
Workforce Development and 
Continuing Education.  

Prior to joining LCC, Dr. 
Black worked for seven years in 
Central America, Europe and 
the U.S. as a technical trainer 
and consultant for Microsoft 

Official Curriculum.
His research interests include 

developmental mathematics 
for first-year community 
college and university students; 
instructional design and student 
retention; and the impact of 
economic globalization on 
college major selections and 
career goals.
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UpdateBusiness

PRESIDENT’S 
CLUB 
These members choose 
to make a higher-level 
financial investment in the 
Chamber. The support of 
these businesses helps the 
Chamber realize its vision.

PLATINUM LEVEL 
MEMBER:

Crown
Spirit AeroSystems

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Down East Protection 

Systems
Duke Energy
Electrolux
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
City of Kinston
CopyPro, Inc.
ElectriCities of N.C., Inc.
First Citizens Bank & 

Trust Co.
GOECO
Harmony Hall Nursing & 

Rehabilitation Center
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herald Office Solutions
Herritage Elite Estate
Judy O. Jones, State 

Farm Insurance
Lenoir Community College
Lions Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management
Principle Long Term Care
State Employees 

Credit Union
Union Bank
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceuticals 

Services, Inc.

Meet your Chamber board members
Albritton, Black and Steele 

Leon Steele moved to 
Kinston from southern 
Louisiana. Between 

December 1976 and November 
2017, he lived in New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge and the French 
Catholic Cajun country village 
of Grand Coteau (Ka-tōe).  

In 2006, right after 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, 
he left teaching at LSU to join 
the Office of the Lieutenant 
Governor’s State Main Street 
program to help rebuild 
Louisiana. For the first few 
years, he was tasked with 
a major cultural tourism 
redevelopment program before 
seguing into the more involved 
revitalization/community 
economic development efforts 
of 37 Main Street communities 
throughout the state where 
he assisted with interior 
and exterior design, façade 
grants, events and tourism 
development and promotions, 
and other downtown issues.

In addition to an 
undergraduate degree in design 
from LSU, Steele has a Masters 
in historic preservation from 
Tulane University.

Steele shares our city 
pride, cultural roots and 
Kinston’s unity.

“Kinston has a genuinely 
positive vibe, terrific people, 
an entrepreneurial spirit, and 
a real sense of community 

Lee Albritton, 
board member

Lee Albritton manages the 
Kinston branch of Self-
Help Credit Union. 

While he is relatively new to 
the banking field, he has long 
been interested in community 
economic development. 
He has experience in the 
insurance industry and studied 
economics at UNC-Chapel Hill. 
Albritton currently operates 
a real estate management 
business with his wife, Amy.

He values collaboration and 
has been doing community 
engagement work for the 
past 10 years. Albritton is 
passionate about raising 
bees, playing tennis, speaking 
Spanish, and traveling.

The best ways to contact him 
are by calling 252-560-2509 or 
emailing him at leealbritton@
gmail.com.  

FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS IN THIS SPACE, the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce is honored to introduce you to 
our board of directors. Thank you to our board members for their hard work and dedication to the Chamber and its members! 

— Craig Hill, Executive Director, Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce

John Paul Black, Ed. D., board member

Leon Steele, board member

that is welcoming to all,” 
he said. “Those are good 
foundations on which to 
build. Kinston also has all 
sorts of new development and 
redevelopment opportunities. 
Kinston is home and I cannot 
imagine living anywhere else. 

“I love it here, and it is 
rewarding to have enormous 
community support for 
our efforts and actions 
downtown. The impossible is 
only underfunded.”


